
Page 1 of 2 
 

Dear [name omitted], 
 

It is with great heaviness of heart that we write this letter to you. 
 
Sin Against the 5th Commandment 
 
2. We bring this charge against you of your sin against the 5th Commandment when you 
disregarded Session’s instruction to stop meeting for the BS on the PRCA controversy taught by Bro 
[name omitted] Lim and proceeded to organise the meeting last Saturday (11 Dec 21) when Session 
has explicitly told you not to. The grounds for this charge are as follow: 
 

a. Session is appointed by Christ Himself through the lawful calling of the church and is called 
to exercise its spiritual authority to be watchmen and shepherds to oversee the spiritual 
walk and life of the sheep and rule over the church in both its institute and organic life, 
ensuring all things are done decently and in order (Rom 13:1, 1 Pet 2:13-14, Heb 13:17, 1 
Thess 5:12, 1 Tim 5:17, 1 Cor 14:40, Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 104, Form for Ordination 
of Elders & Deacons). 

b. As a member of CERC, you have vowed before God and His church to submit to church 
government (i.e. to the rule of Christ through the Session) when you made confession of 
faith. [Form for Baptism – Confession of Faith].  

c. It is within Session’s lawful authority as overseers of the flock to require this of you, for 
Session is not requiring you to commit any sin or transgress any commandment.  

d. Session has explained to you at last Saturday’s meeting the reasons why we believe you need 
to stop. Even if you disagree with our reasons then, the proper and church orderly thing to 
do is to continue to engage the Session to convince her why you believe you can still continue 
to organise, meanwhile ceasing the meetings in submission to the rule of Christ’s office-
bearers over you. Otherwise, there will be chaos in the church if everyone does what is right 
in his own eyes (Judges 21:25). 

e. The matter of Session allegedly pre-judging or is being presumptuous in asking the BS group 
to stop meeting before investigating further or listening to the presentation cannot justify 
or support your contention that you have a right to disobey, as Session’s ground in requiring 
the group to stop meeting is her preliminary judgment that such a BS has the potential to 
cause divisions in the church, even apart from the presentation and content of the BS. 
Session’s preliminary judgment is not an uninformed or unfounded ‘pre-judgment’ or 
presumption, but reasonably grounded on the fact that the subject of a controversy is 
inherently a-neutral and that Session is aware of Bro [name omitted] Lim’s position on the 
controversy, which is opposed to Session’s, prior to the organisation of this BS, and that he 
has not indicated he has changed his position to this point to agree with the church’s 
position. Furthermore, at the meeting on 11 Dec 21, Bro [name omitted] has openly said in 
your hearing that he has judged that Christ has left CERC, which further confirms Session’s 
judgment that to allow [name omitted] to continue teaching has real potential to cause 
divisions in the church and is therefore unwise for Session to allow the BS to continue. Hence, 
to forbid the group from continuing to meet for the BS is Session exercising her solemn 
calling to protect and preserve the peace and unity of the church of Jesus Christ (Eph 4:1-3, 
1 Cor 14:33,40). 

 
3. Sister, we earnestly beseech you to see your sin of insubordination and call you repent of it. 
This is a grave and urgent matter, for to blatantly reject and defy the authority and instruction of 
God’s appointed office-bearers is to defy God Himself (Rom 13:1-2). 
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4. We point out your sin and seek your repentance out of love for you as a sheep in this flock 
of CERC and with the sincere desire that you may be reconciled to the church. May God’s Name be 
glorified and the peace of the church preserved through the way of your repentance. 

 
5. We pray the Lord will soften and turn your heart towards Him in true repentance for your 

sin. We hope to hear of your repentance for the above-mentioned sin against the 5th 

Commandment, by God’s grace, in writing by 25 December 2021.  

 
 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

1 John 1:9 
 

“I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” 

Luke 15:7 
 
 
Your servant-in-Christ, 

 

Elder [name omitted] 

President 

for Session of CERC 

 


