
Why we are not pausing our BS Group Meetings 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
On 10 Dec. 2021, CERC’s Session demanded that we stop meeting as a Bible study group to 
study the PRC’s controversy. We have asked them to show us if we have taught anything false 
or contrary to Scripture or the Reformed confessions, but they have not shown it to us. We 
desire to bow before the authority of Scripture alone, and have asked the Session to point to us 
where we have erred from Scripture, but there has been no answer from them, except to bow 
to their lawful authority. We have thus refused to stop meeting and proceeded with our meeting 
on 11 Dec. 2021. Some have questioned us why we cannot even pause our meetings. This 
response sets out our answer as to why we cannot and may not pause: 
 
1) We have made it unmistakably clear that our Bible study on the controversy is a study 
into the truth of God’s Word, as that truth has come under attack by deceptive lies in the PRC’s 
controversy. Our study is no mere academic study or discussion into trivial matters. If that were 
so, our pausing the meetings would be insignificant. But our study is a study in the truth of 
God, and the Belgic Confession teaches us that “the truth is above all”. Therefore, we are 
compelled to “reject with all our hearts, whatsoever doth not agree with this infallible rule” 
(Art. 7). The ninth commandment demands that “I love the truth, speak it uprightly and confess 
it”, and that “I avoid all sorts of lies and deceit, as the proper works of the devil” (HC LD 43). 

 
2) Studying, believing, and confessing the truth is a matter of life and death for the 
believer. It is not a matter of convenience for the believer. He may not study the truth only 
when there is no opposition. Rather, he must expect opposition to come when he studies, 
believes, and confesses the truth. He holds for truth all that God has revealed to us in His Word 
(HC LD 7), and is willing even to lay down his life for the truth’s sake. He counts it an honour 
to be among those who have “hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 
15:26). Believing that God will certainly preserve him, the believer prays for “constancy…in 
confessing the truth” (Canons V, Art. 12). 

 
3) God’s Word calls us to test the teachings of men and churches against the standard of 
His Word. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1). We are to “prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). The Berean Christians “received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” 
(Act 17:11). 

 
4) The controversy in the PRC has become so urgent that pausing would be deadly to our 
confession of the truth and rejection of the lie. Ministers and officebearers have been 
disciplined and cast out of the denomination; two denominations have emerged saying different 
things about the truth and the lie. This study therefore requires the utmost urgency. As believers 
we are called to be watchmen on the towers of Zion. “If when he seeth the sword come upon 
the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; Then whosoever heareth the sound of the 
trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon 
his own head” (Ezek. 33:3-4). 

 
5) To pause our Bible study meetings in the face of the threats of man is wicked 
submission to man’s word. The situation that confronts us now is exactly the situation that the 
apostles Peter and John encountered in Acts 4. When Peter and John were speaking and 



teaching Christ, the church council threatened them: “But that it spread no further among the 
people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name. And 
they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:17-20). 

 
6) We pray that God will use our faithful witness to “sanctify us in the truth”, and to “bring 
to the truth those who err” (Conclusion of the Canons). We have reached out to the Session to 
let them know that we are willing to meet them on Saturday for a private Bible study lecture, 
but they have responded that “Session does not need a private presentation of the 3rd Bible 
Study lecture”. Session continues to demand that we cease meeting because they judge that our 
activities “are not sanctioned by the Session”. We reject that premise as private Bible studies 
by individual members do not require the sanction of Session. We urge you, nevertheless, to 
continue in this Bible study meeting with us to learn, study and confess the truth, for God’s 
truth is above all councils, decrees or statutes (BC Art. 7). You may choose to join us 
anonymously if you still struggle to join the meeting. We will be happy to meet with you to 
discuss any questions you may have about our Bible study meeting. 
 
18 Dec 2021 
 


