
Understanding the PRCA Controversy (Part 4): Doctrine of Synod 2018 
Pastor Josiah Tan 
 

A. Road Map 
1. Lecture 1 – Overview 2015 to 2022 
2. Lecture 2 – Focus on 2015-2016 
3. Lecture 3 – Focus on 2016 to 2017 
4. Lecture 4 – Focus on 2018 Doctrine [Today’s Lecture] 
5. Lecture 5 – Focus on 2018 Events  
6. Lecture 6 – Post 2019 struggles, Rev. Lanning’s Deposition & Schism  
7. Lecture 7 – Moving forward for CERC 

B. Recap 
1. Lecture 1 Overview – The importance of the truth and standing for the truth 
2. Lecture 2 - Charges of antinomianism & Conditional Covenant 
3. Lecture 3 – Building on the inevitable judgements of 2016 to condemn the Error of 

the John 14:6 sermon as False doctrine 
a. We looked at the protest of Professor DJE 
b. We looked at how Jesus Christ Alone is the Way, the grounds for both Salvation 

and the experience of Salvation 
c. We saw that in the gospel meeting. So we will not spend much time recapping 

here. 
 

C. Summary for Today’s Lecture 
1. Christ Crucified is in every page of scripture. The gospel is the most important thing 

to us.  
2. In all of AOS, there is no more concise statement of the doctrinal aspect of the 

controversy than the following. Understand these three statements, I would say that 
you have understood the heart of the controversy.  

3. “We experience fellowship with God  
a. on the basis of what Christ has done (ground),  
b. through faith (instrument), 
c. and in the way of our obedience (Worked by the Spirit, the Agent of Christ 

applying to us Salvation and all its benefits)”  
4. These three statements give us a beautiful insight into the gospel of Jesus Christ. Each 

of them defend a particular aspect of the gospel. Each one builds on each other, so 
that everything climaxes in the third statement.  
a. Remember, the covenant is a bond or relationship established by God between 

Himself and His elect people in Christ.  
b. This is a relationship of the most intimate friendship and life.  
c. Earthly relationships like that of a father to a son or the companionship of a 

husband and wife are but dim pictures of God’s covenant relationship with us.  
d. The question is, we know for any relationship to work with God there must be 

love. A love that is a total consecration to God. God loves us with an infinite, 
unconditional eternal love. We know that. Now how does God make me love Him 
back and desire with all my heart to walk together with Him to all eternity? 
1) The right to do so? The ability to do so? Christ’s work on the cross and the 

outpouring of the Spirit. 
2) How does he confer to me the right and ability? Faith. God’s own instrument 

for us rational moral covenant creatures of His. 
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3) The climax is that when this life of sanctification, sanctification completed is 
glorification. There begins our walk with God, our love for God in perfection.  

 
The Doctrine of Synod 2018 

I. Faith 
II. Obedience 

III. The relationship between the two  
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I. By Faith 
 

A. We are justified by faith 
1. What is Faith? 

a. Faith is a bond  
1) Explanation 

a) Faith is the bond and ingrafting into Jesus Christ by which we receive 
Christ and Spiritual benefits.  

b) Because Faith is a Bond, this aspect of faith can also be spoken of as the 
mystical union. 

c) Reformed ordo salutis: Mystical Union (Faith as a Bond), Regeneration, 
Conversion, Faith (as an activity), Justification, Sanctification, 
Glorification 

d) In this sense. Faith is completely passive, Faith is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. By which, the Holy Spirit God unites Himself to us.  
 

2) Creedal: (LD 7 Q&A 20, COD ¾ A14) 
3) Scriptural: John 15 

 
b. Faith as an activity 

1) What is faith? 
a) Explanation 

(1) Faith is a receiving, an appropriating, a resting, a casting of oneself 
unto. 

(2) Faith is therefore a certain knowledge and assured confidence in 
Christ, the Way, Truth and Life, exclusively. 

(3) Faith is an instrument of God, to quicken us and to sustain our spiritual 
life.  

b) Proof  
(1) Scriptural: Heb 11:1, 2 Peter 3:18 
(2) Creedal: LD Q21  

 
2) The distinguishment between faith and good works  

a) Explanation:  
(1) While all good works must be done in faith, there is a clear distinction 

between faith and works.  
(2) Faith as an instrument, to connect us to Christ, does not include good 

works. Faith receives, believes, partakes of Christ in the absolute 
absence of good works.  

(3) Good works is the outworking of faith, the inevitable fruit of faith, the 
goal of faith and salvation. Good works never justifies. 

(4) “Obedience never gains us or obtains anything in the covenant of God. 
Though we may lose the experience of covenant fellowship by 
continuing in disobedience, we never gain it by our obedience, but it is 
restored by faith in Christ and in the way of repentance” (Acts 2018, 
73).  
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b) Proof: Rom 11:6 “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise 

grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work.” 

 
2. We are saved by grace through the instrument of faith.  

a. Explanation 
1) We cannot merit salvation 
2) Our salvation has its grounds only in the cross of Jesus Christ. 
3) That salvation, merited by Jesus Christ at the cross comes to us by faith.  

b. Proof 
1) Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
2) Rom 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ:” 
3) Rom 4:3 “For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted unto him for righteousness.” 
 

B. We experience the covenant by faith 
1. We experience salvation and the covenant by faith. 

a. We cannot merit the experience of salvation as well.  
b. Our experience of salvation has its grounds only in the cross of Jesus Christ. 
c. That experience of salvation comes by means of faith in Jesus Christ. We 

experience God’s covenant, love, assurance, only by the instrument of faith, Spirit 
worked faith whereby we abandon all trust in ourselves and cast ourselves 
completely on Jesus Christ.  

2. All our spiritual experiences come through faith. Whatever is not of faith is of 
unbelief.  
a. Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to 

God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.” 

b. This must later be applied to obedience/good works. 
 

3. Both in salvation and the experience of salvation/covenant faith is necessary.  
a. John 8:24 “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye 

believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
b. Luke 13: 3 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
c. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
d. John 3:18 “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 

condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 

e. Rom 10:10 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” 
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f. Rom 4:2 “And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not 
written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it 
shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead;” 
 

C. Is faith a condition for justification/forgiveness? 
1. Jesus here uses conditional language, but is Jesus teaching a Conditional Theology? 

a. Jesus here teaches 
1) One thing must be before something else will follow. 
2) Jesus is not implying or teaching that man must of himself will to believe, as if 

man is not by nature totally depraved and has a free moral will. 
3) Jesus Here is teaching, that for salvation/ justification/ forgiveness of sins to 

follow, something must happen prior, that is a man believing in Jesus. That is 
a man, abasing himself and casting himself completely on Jesus. Without this, 
salvation will not follow.  

4) Even though Jesus here is using conditional language, he is not teaching 
conditional theology. In Conditional Theology we define condition as a 
prerequisite that man must accomplish in any measure of his own and without 
God. 

b. Positively 
1) Scripture teaches us this faith is given of God. 
2) Phil 2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 

good pleasure.” 
3) Faith is not a condition in which one must have faith of one’s own ability. 
4) This is not Conditional Theology, even though conditions are used in a formal 

sense. This is because there are some things that God have made to precede 
other things.  

c. Another example  
1) HC LD 45 Q. 117.  What are the requisites of that prayer which is 

acceptable to God and which He will hear? 
A.  First, that we from the heart pray to the one true God only, who hath 
manifested Himself in His Word, for all things He hath commanded us to ask 
of Him; secondly, that we rightly and thoroughly know our need and misery, 
that so we may deeply humble ourselves in the presence of His divine 
majesty; thirdly, that we be fully persuaded that He, notwithstanding that we 
are unworthy of it, will, for the sake of Christ our Lord, certainly hear our 
prayer, as He has promised us in His Word.  

2) Scriptural passages - James 1:6 “But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord.” 

3) This condition is not Conditional Theology 
a) God provides that which He demands of. 
b) There is no condition in which man fulfills on his own power, therefore it 

is ALL OF GRACE. 
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c) Augustine (354-430 AD) writes “And my whole hope is only in Thy 
exceeding great mercy. Give what Thou commandest, and command what 
Thou wilt.” 
 

d. Application 
1) To say that the conditions of Conditional Theology is "any pre-requisite, or 

anything that is necessary before something else." is Conditional Theology is 
unhelpful.  
a) “Grant, we beseech thee, O faithful God and Father, that through the 

operation of thy Holy Spirit, the commemoration of the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may tend to the daily increase of our faith, and saving 
fellowship with him, through Jesus Christ thy Son.” (Form of the 
Administration of LS) 

b) The Scriptures that speak of faith preceding justification is Conditional 
Theology.  

c) Else, if we say that unless we partake of the means of grace, the health of 
our faith will be poor, that statement of fact would then be Conditional 
Theology. 

d) Anything and everything would be Conditional Theology. Regeneration 
that precedes faith would be Conditional Theology.  

2) This would be a more helpful and accurate definition of the conditions of 
Conditional Theology 
a) "They are conditions because they are that which the sinner must perform, 

and that upon which God or the grace of God depends, and without which 
God and the grace of God are not given or enjoyed." (The Question of the 
Necessity of Good Works, Part 2, Justification by Faith Alone, RFPA 
Blog). 

b) Conditions in language (if, when, then,) do not immediately mean 
conditional theology, if God gives you what He demands.  

c) Those then are “Conditions” for God, not for man. To man, is what God is 
doing for us or in us in time.  

d) When God works in me faith, then He justifies me. I must believe, by the 
power of the Spirit of Christ. 
 

e. Objection 
1) What about babies who die in infancy? If faith is a condition, and babies do 

not have faith, does this mean that all perish in hell if they die before 
conscious faith? No.  

2) Babies do not have conscious faith, but they have faith as a bond. All of God’s 
elect people are united to Jesus Christ. This bond is also called faith. 

3) How did God create this faith? Always by the Word.  
a) The Word meaning Jesus Christ immediately speaking and calling faith 

and life into existence.  
b) Or for those who have conscious faith, by the Word, immediately through 

the preaching of the Word of God.  
c) For the preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God.  
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2. Where could this misunderstanding arise from? 
a. Let us go back to our 2nd lecture when we looked at what was the error of the 

Conditional Covenant. (Refer to Salt Shakers 2nd Special Report by Prof Hanko) 
1) First that membership in God’s covenant is not governed by election 
2) Second, that there is the reprobate element in God’s covenant itself (not just 

the sphere of the Covenant) 
3) Third, that God loves and desires the salvation of even the reprobate element 

in the covenant and gives them all “common grace”. 
4) Fourth, the all in the covenant must use that “common grace” to fulfill the 

condition of faith. And those who receive this “common grace” but do not 
fulfill the condition of faith, God breaks His covenant with them. 

5) This is Conditional Theology, for children of believers must combine their 
own ability together with the “common grace” in the covenant in order to be 
saved. This is ground zero for the error of Federal Vision (Justification by 
faith and man’s works). 
 

b. Note the favourite statement of those who teach Conditional Covenant hide 
behind the true statement that “God provides that which He demands” (God gives 
to the baptized child the grace to cash in the cheque of faith) 
1) Remember when we had doctrinal discussions with Prof Hanko? What was the 

explanation? 
2) Those who teach a Conditional Covenant do not really believe that “God 

provides that which He demands”, or at least there is a logical contradiction 
that they are unaware of. 

3) How is this so?  
a) The blessings of the covenant come to all baptized children, and those 

children but ultimately those children who are truly saved differentiate 
themselves from others who receive the same covenant blessings. This is 
ultimately the teaching of the Conditional Covenant by William Heyns. 

b) “God’s grace and promise are given to all the baptized children of the 
church. Some grow up and remain in that covenant, others do not. What 
differentiated those who remain in that covenant from those who fall away 
was neither the grace nor the promise, both of which were common to all, 
but the use of that grace to believe the promise and to live according to it. 
Man made the difference.” (Prof. Griess).  

4) What those who teach the Conditional Covenant really teach is “God provides 
common grace to all baptized children, it is up to each individual to do what 
God demands to be justified”. 

c. We reject the Conditional Covenant and Conditional Theology. We do not reject 
what Jesus speak of, unless one repents and believes, one perishes, which 
grammatically is a condition. Faith precedes justification is the way/process in 
which God saves us. 
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1) Remember, the Arminian wrongly concludes that this command to repent and 
believe implies that therefore man has the ability of himself to repent and 
believe. This is untrue. 

2) Jesus states the truth, without faith we will not be justified and saved. And the 
Word of God teaches us that He gives to us that faith, so that God works in us 
that which He commands. 
 

3. So how to deal with this misunderstanding? We do not reject the reality that 
grammatically the Scriptures speak of conditions, but yet at the same time we desire 
to reject Conditional Theology that is of the devil. This is where we are going to 
transit to the next part of today’s lecture, rather than speaking of conditions, we use 
the expression “in the way of”. 
a. “But let me suggest that instead of the Pelagian term ‘condition’ we use the term 

‘in the way of.’  We are saved in the way of faith, in the way of sanctification, in 
the way of perseverance unto the end. This term is capable of maintaining both 
the absolute sovereignty of God in the work of salvation and the responsibility of 
man.”  ”…we are chosen to faith and to the obedience of faith, and therefore, we 
are saved through the instrument of faith, and in the way of obedience.  That, and 
that only, is Reformed language.” HH, “As to Conditions” SB, 26:125, 26:77 

b. Professor Griess on the above quotation 
1) “Herman Hoeksema taught us to explain this order of sequence between a God 

worked activity in us and certain blessings, with the phrase “in the way of.” 
He proposed this in opposition to the explanation that used the term and 
concept “condition.” This term had been used in the past by Reformed writers 
to explain this connection between good works and blessings in a Reformed 
fashion. But the term more and more became a vehicle to carry an errant view 
of this connection. The term was used by the Arminians to teach that our work 
of faith (not God’s work in us) is what allows God to give us salvation. 
Teaching then, that it was not God’s grace, but man’s work that made the 
difference. The Reformed rejected Arminian theology at the Synod of Dordt, 
also rejecting the Arminian notion of conditions. For this reason, the term was 
not used by Reformed writers as often any longer.” (Prof Griess) 

2) Hoeksema proposed, “that instead of the Pelagian term “condition” we use the 
term “in the way of.” “We are not chosen, and therefore we are not saved, on 
condition of faith, or of the obedience of faith; but we are chosen to faith, and 
to the obedience of faith, and therefore, we are saved through the instrument 
of faith, and in the way of obedience. That and that only is Reformed 
language.” This would become the way the PRCA would explain the order of 
sequence between a God-worked obedience in us and certain blessings. (Prof 
Griess) 

 
II. In the way of 

A. Generally 
1. What does the expression “in the way of” mean all on its own?  

a. The phrase “in the way of” speaks of the God appointed way in which He 
appointed to, unfolding in the course of time towards a certain goal.  
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1) “In the way of sin and death and of all the suffering of this present time, he 
chose his way to become known in all his glorious power, wisdom, and 
knowledge” (Triple knowledge LD 22, Eternal life) 

2) In the way of captures this, God sovereignly ordained all things including sin, 
including the fall of Adam, but yet He is not the author of sin. Man is fully 
responsible for his sin.  

3) The phrase “in the way of” is used to maintain God’s sovereignty here and as 
well as man’s responsibility in the fall and all sin. 

b. This expression can also capture how God uses instruments in the process of time.  
1) “We are saved in the way of faith, in the way of sanctification, in the way of 

perseverance unto the end” (HH) 
2) Though we believe and have faith, yet this is all of God.  
3) In the way of captures this.  

 
2. What does it mean that we experience fellowship with God in the way of Obedience? 

 
a. We experience the fellowship of the covenant in the way of obedience is a truth of 

scripture.  
1) When we walking in love 

a) “We know His love and favor, we know His nearness, we bask in the light 
of His fatherly countenance shining upon us” (Pastor J. E.) 

b) Psalm 1:1,2 “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.” 

c) The blessedness of loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength 
is not just the theme of Psalm 1, but for the entire book of Psalm. 

d) You love your wife, you love your children, but there is nothing quite like 
loving God. Nothing like obeying Him, suffering for Him, dying for Him. 
“Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his 
chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love 
more than wine: the upright love thee.” Song of Solomon 1:4 

 
2) Other Passages of Scripture 

a) Psalm 1 
b) 2 Peter 1:5-10 
c) Hebrews 10:16 

 
b. What in the way of is capturing is the mysterious work of the Spirit of Christ in 

us.  
1) This Spirit of Christ draws us irresistibly to Christ and His Word of love 

toward us. By hearing Christ every Lord’s day, we experience the covenant 
relationship. 

2) The Spirit of Christ works in us a love for God. This loving of God with all 
our heart, soul and mind, is the way in which God causes us to experience His 
covenant of love and friendship. 
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3) When we stray from God and walk in sin, the Spirit of Christ breaks us in 
repentance and causes us to look to the cross where there is forgiveness of all 
our sins. In this way, both of chastisement and restoration, we experience all 
the different aspects of God’s covenant relationship with us. 

c. In the way of can be summarized by this verse  “But this shall be the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.” Jer 31:33 
1) Throughout the OT, God’s people sinned against God. 
2) All the kings, priests, prophets could not change the hearts of God’s people. 
3) But then comes Christ, the Eternal King, the Only High Priest, the Chief 

Prophet, and He puts God’s love in the hearts of His people and causes them 
to walk in the way of God’s covenant law. In this way, in this love, they 
experience the new covenant.  

d. We must remember that the expression “in the way of obedience we enjoy 
fellowship with God” must never be understood without the first statement of 
grounds and second statement of instrument.  
1) This obedience/good works have been ordained of God before time, merited 

by Christ in time by His finished work on the cross and worked in us presently 
by the Spirit of Christ.  

2) “In the way of” teaches us the gospel. Christ’s work on the cross is not 
something that mattered in the past, but matters today, as God works in us by 
His Spirit. 

3) “But by the efficacy of the same regenerating Spirit, pervades the inmost 
recesses of the man; he opens the closed, and softens the hardened heart, and 
circumcises that which was uncircumcised, infuses new qualities into the will, 
which though heretofore dead, he quickens; from being evil, disobedient and 
refractory, he renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates and strengthens 
it, that like a good tree, it may bring forth the fruits of good actions.” COD ¾ 
A11 

3. “In the way of” therefore does the following 
a. Maintains the necessity of Obedience to the moral law, obedience to use the 

means of grace, obedience to repent when we sin. (Guarding against 
Antinomianism) 

b. Maintains that it is the Spirit of Jesus Christ that necessarily works in us all these 
things. (Guarding against Conditional Theology) 

c. Maintains that the covenant is not a unilateral legal contract, whereby God saves 
us without us knowing or experiencing this salvation, but that the covenant is a 
unilaterally established and maintained relationship between God and His rational 
and moral covenant creature. (Guarding against Rationalism) 

 
4. (As far as I have studied) There are three categories of this obedience. 

a. Obedience to use the means of grace for the wellbeing/health of our faith 
b. Obedience to the moral law 
c. Obedience to repent 
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B. Specifically 
 
1. Obedience to use the means of grace for the wellbeing/health of our faith – 2 Peter 

1:5-10 
 
a. Obedience to use the means of Grace (preaching and sacraments) – 2 Peter 1:5-10 

“Attending the preaching of the word, partaking of the Lord’s table, pleading 
upon the assurance of God our Savior in baptism, and walking in the way of 
obedience to the word, putting off the old man of sin and putting on the new man 
in Christ, we will not need to appeal to past experiences, need special revelations, 
or search for evidences of grace, but we will spontaneously rejoice in the 
assurance that we are members of the church and sons of God, for in this way the 
Spirit witnesses with our spirits that we are the children of God.” (LD 21, 
Assurance of Membership)— 

b. Yes there is a difference between getting in the car and going to the means of 
grace, and partaking of them. Going to them is a work, partaking is an act of faith.  

 
2. Obedience to the moral law – Psalm 1 

a. First is the obedience to God’s moral law - Psalm 1  “The believer will enjoy the 
blessedness and peace of it, according as he earnestly walks in the way of 
sanctification, fights against sin, and has his delight in keeping the precepts of his 
God.” (Triple knowledge LD 22, Eternal life) 

b. Hence God always reveals Himself to the moral creature as the perfect sovereign 
of heaven and earth. He does so by rewarding the good with good and the evil 
with evil. From this fundamental rule of his government God never departs. From 
the implications of this rule no creature can ever escape, even for a moment. God, 
who seeks his glory and would have the creature know that he is infinite 
perfection, blesses the righteous. He makes the good happy in his goodness so 
that he tastes and acknowledges that the Lord is good. He makes the evil one 
miserable. He curses him in the way of his wickedness so that he experiences and 
confesses that God is good. “With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; 
with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; with the pure thou wilt shew 
thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. For thou wilt 
save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks” (Ps. 18:25–27).( LD 4. 
The Justice of God’s Mercy) 

c. We must learn to be content in the way of sanctification, in which alone we truly 
seek the things above and have our joy in the Lord. Walking in the way of the 
Lord, according to his precepts, fighting the good fight in prayer and supplication, 
we are able to say, “I have learned to be content in whatsoever state I am.” (The 
grace of Contentment) 

 
3. Obedience to repent (which is tied to the obedience to the command of faith) – Psalm 

32, 51  
a. Chastisement/repentance are all different aspects of our relationship and 

fellowship with God.  
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1) The relationship while the child walks in sin, is one of God’s displeasure. It is 
of grieving the Holy Spirit. (The sorrow of salvation) 

2) God does this to show his children the error of their ways. This is done in 
love. The harder God chastises you, you must know how much God loves you.  

3) But upon repentance, something changes, The child experiences the joy of 
salvation.  

b. Think about a marriage relationship 
1) The relationship does not break when one is committing adultery, but the 

relationship is strained. There is tremendous grief and sorrow. 
2) When the spouse that fell into the sin of adultery repents, and the couple 

reconciles, divine forgiveness is given, and there is an embrace, joy in the 
relationship is restored. 

c. Scripture speaks of this 
1) This is what Psalm 51 and 32 speaks about.  

a) Without repentance there is no forgiveness of sins. 
b) While we remain in the sin of an unforgiving spirit against others, there is 

no forgiveness for us. 
c) Matt 18:35 “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 

from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.” 
d) To deny this 

(1) Is to against scriptures plain teaching, that there is no forgiveness 
without repentance 

(2) Is to deny the work of the Spirit of Christ working in us repentance as 
the way of forgiveness 

(3) Is to deny that Christ has merited for us repentance. 
 

2) This is the gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter how far we stray (adultery), how 
hard we fall (murder), how recalcitrant we are (months of impenitent silence), 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ will never utterly forsake and abandon us. 
a) It is not that the elect child of God will remain impenitent in sin, of an 

unforgiving spirit and forfeit his election and salvation, that is impossible. 
An elect child of God can never be lost. 

b) Rather this, The heavy hand of God will grow heavier, the heat of God’s 
anger will increase until we break. Pride is smashed, and we acknowledge 
and confess our iniquity. 

3) Always in the way of repentance He brings us through, so that the night of 
sorrow will turn again into the dawn of the joy of salvation.  

 
d. HH on this - “Further, these admonitions and warnings prove that God preserves 

his saints in the world by his Spirit and grace and through his word. God’s grace 
never destroys man’s rational and moral nature. That he infallibly preserves his 
people in the midst of this world does not make them passive objects in his 
almighty hand. It does not mean that they ride to heaven as in a Pullman and go to 
sleep in their berth until they arrive at their heavenly destination. On the contrary, 
the rule is always to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 
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2:12–13). They have the battle of faith to fight. They are called to bear their cross. 
It is given them of grace, in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer with him. Because God treats them as his rational and moral 
children, who are called to represent the cause of the Son of God in the midst of a 
hostile world, he addresses them through his word, by exhortations, warnings, 
admonitions, threats, and promises, to encourage and comfort them, to rebuke 
them when they backslide, and to strengthen them for the battle. But this does not 
alter God’s sure preservation of them to the end by the power of his grace. Even 
though God sometimes lets them go in their own way and leads them into 
temptations, so that they fall into sin, he will not abandon them altogether, but 
will surely cause them to repent and to return in the way of his covenant. They are 
preserved in the power of God. No one can pluck them out of his hand. (LD 21, 
Assurance of Membership)” 

 
4. The importance of this expression.  

a. It reveals the gospel. 
b. It reveals the covenant.  
c. It reveals the truth of God and therefore God himself 
d. This truth reveals to us the truth of our spiritual life and battles today  

 
III. The relationship between the two 
 

A. We need faith to obey.  
1. For a good work to be good work, it must flow out of faith. For obedience to be 

true obedience to God, it must flow out of faith. 
a. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 
Hebrews 11:6 

2. By faith we have strength to obey 
a. “Gladly I acknowledge his lordship, not as a response on my part to what he did 

for me, but as the fruit of his work for me and within me, for he as my Lord 
makes me his subject and constantly makes me sincerely willing to live unto him. 
It follows that only in the way of this willingness to serve him with a thankful 
heart can I be conscious of his lordship and of my belonging to him, and that 
therefore outside of this way the only comfort in life and in death cannot be my 
conscious possession.” (LD 1, The Content of the Christian Comfort)  

b. Without faith, there will be no good works “But it is good for me to draw near to 
God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works.” 
Psalm 73:28 

3. By faith, we see the love of God and desire to obey, to love God.  
4. By faith we see the truth, that God deserves our obedience. So that although He 

slays us, yet we will be obey.  
 

B. Only by faith do we partake of the means of grace 
1. The means of grace is not automatic 
2. It is consciously received and appropriated by faith. 
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C. Repentance is part of faith  

1. That includes repentance as well. There is an element of faith in repentance, in fact 
you could say it is faith that is at the heart and core of repentance. 

2. You can’t repent without faith and you can’t have faith that lays hold of Christ 
without repentance.  What are you laying hold of Christ for if there’s no repentance 
for sin? 

3. Faith and repentance go together, but it is the faith that is alone laying hold of Christ.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


