
Lecture 5 – Events of 2018 
   
 

A. Relevance 
1. Is obedience a perquisite to experience fellowship with God?  
2. Does God reward our good works and why? 
3. What is the nature of this experience of fellowship with God?  

 
B. Recap 

1. 2016 – Way, 2 uses 
2. 2017 – With the one sermon raised, Rev Overyway’s sermon was only judge as 

“weak” not in doctrinal Error. 
3. 2018 – Doctrine of Synod covered last lesson 

a. Jesus Christ is the grounds alone for our salvation and experience of Salvation 
b. Faith alone is the means/instrument by which we receive and have Salvation and 

the experience of Salvation 
c. Obedience, that is love for God is the way in which we experience 

salvation/fellowship with God. 
1) Obedience is NOT the means by which we have the experience of 

salvation/fellowship/assurance 
2) Obedience is the fruit of faith 
3) There is no enjoying of the experience of the fellowship with God in the way 

of wickedness and hatred for God. There is only enjoying of the experience of 
the fellowship with God in the way of obey/loving God. 
 

4. Difficulty of this class  
a. Classis east & Several Senior Ministers had it wrong for a time 
b. Only by God’s grace we can understand the truth 
c. We want to grow in the truth to see the glory of Jesus Christ 

1) What he does for us 
2) What he does in us 
3) That he rewards us with what he works in us. 

 
C. Road Map for today 

1. What happened? 
a. Overview of Events of 2018 
b. Looking at Key decisions made 
c. Looking at the grounds for those decisions made 

2. Evaluation 
3. Conclusion 
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I. What happened 
 

A. The Events 
1. Events Leading up to Synod 2018 

a. Protestant (Mrs. C. Meyer) Protested to Hope PRC’s consistory 17 other sermons. 
The consistory did not sustain her protest. Protestant following CO A31 appealed 
to Classis East. 
 
1) The thrust of her contention was that these sermons teaches that “obedience is 

a condition that we must perform in order to experience fellowship with God” 
2) Consistory wanted to write a doctrinal statement. With the following purpose 

“We believe we would all be benefited from interacting over this new 
document rather than interact with sermon/documents where the doctrinal 
issues at stake have not been so clearly stated.” (Nov 21, 2017) 
 

b. Matter came to Classis East in January/February 2018. Key decisions made:  
1) Classis East did not sustain the protestant’s appeal.  
2) Classis East declared that Hope PRC failed in its oversight of Rev. Overway’s 

preaching.  
3) Classis East in January/February 2018 advised Hope PRC’s consistory to 

rescind its decision to adopt a doctrinal statement which had been written by a 
Special Committee of Classis to Assist Hope. 
 

 
2. Synod 2018 itself  - Key Decisions 

a. Synod 2018 sustained the appeal of Mrs. Meyer against the decisions of Classis 
East  
 
1) Doctrinal Error of Rev Overway & Failure of Hope’s consistory to deal with 

doctrinal error –  
a) “The doctrinal error is that the believer’s good works are given a place and 

function that is out of harmony with the Reformed confessions.” (Acts 
2018, pg. 61).  

b) “Classis failed to deal with doctrinal error contained in sermons Mrs. 
Meyer protested to Hope’s consistory.”  

c) “Mrs. Meyer correctly demonstrated that there was doctrinal error being 
defended by the Consistory.” (Acts 2018, 85-86).  

 
2) Judged classis should have Rejected not merely Rescind drafted doctrinal 

statement 
a) Rescind: Revoke, cancel, repeal 
b) Although in the right direction, was not strong enough 
c) Reject: Condemn 
d) Reason: Doctrinal statement contained same doctrinal error as the sermon  

- “Classis should have advised Hope to reject the Doctrinal Statement 
because it contains ambiguous statements and the similar doctrinal error of 
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giving to our good works a place and function out of harmony with the 
Reformed confessions.” (Acts 2018, 79-80)” 

e) Rescind vs Rejection 
(1) Rescind – for something that is weak 
(2) Reject – For something that is wrong 

 
 

b. Synod 2018 rejected the doctrinal error which appeared in the preaching of Hope 
PRC’s pastor:  
1) “The doctrinal error is that the believer’s good works are given a place and 

function that is out of harmony with the Reformed confessions.” (Acts 2018, 
pg. 61).  

2) We will examine more of this later. 
 

c. Synod 2018 clearly set forth the truth of the proper place and function of good 
works and the correct relationship between obedience and the experience of 
covenant fellowship with God:  
1) It is just as important to set forth the truth positively as it is to condemn the 

error. 
2) It is ultimately not the condemnation of the lie, but the positive setting forth of 

the truth that is the main point of theology. The former serves the latter. 
3) Synod 2018: “Justification, which includes the experience and assurance of 

justification in the sinner’s own consciousness, is by faith alone in Christ 
alone to the exclusion of all good works” (Acts 2018, 71). 
 

B. Grounds  
1. While Mrs. Meyer cites 17 sermons, the following 3 sermons most clearly 

demonstrate the doctrinal error that was preached and defended. 
a. Sermon #1: “Good Works Required,” LD 32/I John 3, 12/20/2015  

1) “We do good works so that we can have our prayers answered. That’s true. 
Walk unrepentantly in sin and then pray to God, and expect your prayer to be 
answered? It will not. That is not the way God works. We walk in good works 
and we pray while we walk in good works, and then we can be assured God 
hears our prayer and His ears are open to our cry and the doors and windows 
of heaven are not slammed shut. And He answers.” 

2) “We do good works so that we can receive God’s grace and Holy Spirit in our 
consciousness. So that we can consciously and with awareness receive the 
grace and Holy Spirit of God.” 

3) “We do good works also negatively, so that we are not destroyed in our 
generations. What a motive that is. What a serious motive that is to us to do 
good works. Those who walk unrepentantly in sin, those who do not strive for 
sanctification, God says those are cut off in their generations. That’s the Word 
of God, the unyielding Word of God. Walk in good works then, that your 
generations may thrive and flourish in God’s land.” 

b. Evaluation of Sermon #1 by Synod 2018:  
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1) Do good works to have our prayers answered? - L.D. 32 does not teach that 
the necessity of good works is “so that we can have our prayers answered.” 
We do not do good works to have our prayers answered. It is true that we 
cannot expect that God will answer our prayers as we continue in 
disobedience, but the converse does not follow, namely, that God does answer 
our prayers because we do good works. L.D. 45 teaches that though “we are 
unworthy of it, [God] will for the sake of Christ our Lord, certainly hear our 
prayer, as He has promised us in His Word.”  

2) Good works is necessary to receive grace and Holy Spirit in our 
consciousness? -  L.D. 32 does not teach that the necessity of good works is 
“so that we can receive God’s grace and Holy Spirit in our consciousness.” 
We do not do good works to receive grace. Rather, because we have God’s 
grace and Holy Spirit in our consciousness, we respond with good works so 
that we may testify by the whole of our conduct our gratitude to God for His 
blessings, and as we live in good works we have the confidence that God will, 
for Jesus’ sake, continue to give us His grace and Holy Spirit.  

3) Do good works that our generations may thrive and flourish in God’s land? - 
L.D. 32 does not teach that the necessity of good works is “that your 
generations may thrive and flourish in God’s land.” It is true that those who 
walk impenitently in sin will come under God’s judgment and be punished in 
their generations, but the converse does not follow, namely, that God’s 
blessing of our generations depends upon our walking in good works. Rather, 
because we flourish in the land, we do good works of gratitude, and as we 
walk in the way of those good works we enjoy the confidence that God will 
bless our generations for Jesus’ sake. 

4) Do good works that we may preserve? L.D. 32 does not teach that the 
necessity of good works is “that we might remain in God’s church with His 
people and with our God.” We do not do good works to remain in the church. 
Rather, because we are in God’s church for Jesus’ sake and remain in God’s 
church by grace alone, we do good works out of gratitude.  
 

2. Sermon #2: Requisites of Prayerful Fellowship,” LD 45/Isaiah 59, 4/17/2016. 
a. Quotes 

1) When the Catechism mentions requisites or requirements, it’s talking about 
obedience. I must obey. It’s required of God. God requires it of me. God 
requires a certain obedience from me. Obedience is required here, obedience 
that I must perform in order to enjoy fellowship with God.  
a) There’s requisites to fellowship, as we said, for the child of God, to the 

one who’s justified in Jesus Christ, the one for whom Jesus has died and 
atoned and satisfied for his sins. There are requirements for him to 
fellowship, to approaching unto God, coming to the Father.  

2) Godliness, on the other hand, is the requirement according to Scripture for our 
prayers to be heard by God.  
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a) We truly ask and are heard, and God receives our prayer and gives us—
because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing 
in His sight.  

3) What do the creeds say about the relationship between obedience and 
fellowship? That there are requirements. That there is obedience required in 
order that we may have that fellowship, prayerful fellowship with God.  
a) The Catechism says: Come to God that way, meeting those requirements, 

meeting those demands of God for a proper prayer, and you can be assured 
you will enjoy the fellowship of God.  

4) Degree 
a) The answer really is very simple. Very simple. If we but meet these 

requirements a little bit, by the grace of God, of course, and by God’s 
grace working them in us—if we meet these requirements but a little, then 
we will enjoy a little of God’s fellowship. That’s the truth. If we meet 
these requirements a lot, then we will enjoy much of God’s fellowship.  

b) And if we had perfect godliness, and we came to God perfectly meeting 
the requisites of prayer, then we would have perfect fellowship with God.  

c) Approach unto the Father, come to the Father meeting the requirements 
that He set out for you. Come to Him in that way to receive of Him His 
grace and His Spirit. Amen.  

 

b. Evaluation by Synod 2018 
1) Good works of “obedience” and “godliness” are forced into L.D. 45. It is not 

true that “when the Catechism mentions requisites or requirements, it’s talk- 
ing about obedience,” or “godliness.” L.D. 45 is not teaching the requisites of 
God’s law (L.D.s 34-44), but the requisites of prayer.  

2) b) It is erroneous to teach that the way to the enjoyment of fellowship with 
God, the way of approach unto God, the way to the Father is a way of 
requirements that God sets out for us and that the believer must meet by his 
obedience or godliness. Nowhere do the creeds, including L.D. 45, which is 
the text for the sermon, teach that the relationship between obedience and 
fellowship is that “there is obedience required in order that we may have that 
fellowship, prayerful fellowship with God,” or “obedience is required here, 
obedience that I must perform in order to enjoy fellowship with God,” or that 
we must “approach unto the Father, come to the Father meeting requirements 
that He has set out for you.” Giving to our obedience the place that these 
statements do strongly suggests that our obedience is a condition for covenant 
fellowship. The way of approach unto God is not our obedience, but Christ 
alone, by faith alone (B.C., Art. 23, we rely and rest “upon the obedience of 
Christ crucified alone, which becomes ours, when we believe in Him. This is 
sufficient to cover our iniquities, and to give us confidence in approaching to 
God”).  

3) c) Nowhere does L.D. 45 teach or even suggest that we gain richer and richer 
measures of fellowship with God according to our meeting of requirements 
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(which in this sermon included obedience and godliness), so that “if we meet 
these requirements but a little, then we will enjoy a little of God’s fellowship,” 
and “if we meet these requirements a lot, then we will enjoy much of God’s 
fellowship.”  

 

c. Summary 
1) God does Reward, there are degrees of reward 
2) All reward is of grace, not merit 
3) Illustration of Working in a job vs do house choirs as a child 
4) As to God’s holiness: We do not experience covenant fellowship as we 

continue in disobedience. We experience covenant fellowship in the way of 
obedience, or in the sphere of holiness. (L.D. 32, “Cannot they then be saved, 
who, con- tinuing in their wicked and ungrateful lives, are not converted to 
God? Answer: By no means; for the holy scripture declares that no unchaste 
person, idolater, adulterer, thief, covetous man, drunkard, slanderer, robber, or 
any such like, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” Canons V, 5, “By such 
enormous sins, however, they...sometimes lose the sense of God’s favor, for a 
time, until on their returning into the right way of serious repentance, the light 
of God’s fatherly countenance again shines upon them.”).  

 

3. Sermon #3 – “Justified by Faith”: L.D. 23/James 2, 6/8/14.  
a. Quotes 

1) “What place does works have in all of this? Scripture speaks of works—
speaks highly of good works. Good works are not to be despised by any 
means. The Catechism speaks of works as well. It speaks of works highly, but 
puts them in their proper place.” 

2) There’s that courtroom that exists within our hearts, within our, within our 
mind. And that’s what James is speaking of. Abraham was justified, that is, in 
his heart. He became aware, he became more conscious of the justifying work, 
of God’s declaring him righteous. He became more aware of it in his heart—
how? By looking at his works and giving a proper evaluation of those works.  

3) We look at our good works in the same way. Never of any value to make me 
be declared righteous before God, but always of help in finding and 
maintaining assurance that God has justified me through Christ and Christ 
alone.  

b. Evaluation by Synod 
1) In explanation of the doctrine of L.D. 23—justification by faith alone—this 

sermon teaches, “What place does works have in all of this? Scripture speaks 
of works—speaks highly of good works. Good works are not to be despised 
by any means. The Catechism speaks of works as well. It speaks of works 
highly, but puts them in their proper place.”  
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a) But, L.D. 23 says nothing about our good works. It only speaks of the 
accusation of our conscience, “that I have grossly transgressed all the 
commandments of God, and kept none of them, and am still inclined to all 
evil.”  

b) L.D. 24 follows by asking, “But why cannot our good works be the whole, 
or part of our righteousness before God?” indicating that L.D. 23 taught 
the denunciation of all good works with respect to justification. The 
doctrine of L.D. 23 is: not by works! It is detrimental to the congregation 
that anywhere in a sermon on forensic justification, a preacher would 
teach that Scripture speaks highly of works.  

2) James 2 teaches that Abraham demonstrated his faith by his works, but it does 
not teach that Abraham looked at his works to become aware of and more 
conscious of God’s justification of him in the courtroom of his heart. 
According to the sermon: “We look at our good works in the same way. Never 
of any value to make me be declared righteous before God, but always of help 
in finding and maintaining assurance that God has justi- fied me through 
Christ and Christ alone.” If we are truly justified by faith in Christ alone, then 
true faith cannot look to its works to help find or maintain the assurance that is 
found in Christ alone. For, L.D. 23 teaches that by a justifying faith the 
believer is persuaded that it is “as if I never had had, nor committed any sin: 
yea, as if I had fully accomplished all that obedience which Christ has 
accomplished for me.” How could works help add to that assurance? The 
experience and assurance of justification in one’s consciousness is 
justification, and justification is by faith alone in Christ alone (L.D. 23; B.C., 
Art. 23). Good works have a proper place and function in the Christian life but 
they do not function as helps for finding and maintaining assurance of our 
justification.  

3) Regarding the sermons in general: 
a) The orthodox statements in the broad context of these sermons cannot be 

used to justify these erroneous statements, but rather the orthodox 
statements are compromised by the erroneous statements.  

b) The doctrinal error of the sermons then compromises the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, for when our good works are given a place and function they do 
not have, the perfect work of Christ is displaced. Necessarily then, the 
doctrines of the unconditional covenant (fellowship with God) and 
justification by faith alone are compromised by this error.  

 

c. Summary 
1) Since justification is the declaration of righteousness to the guilty in himself 

sinner. This declaration to the sinner is the experience of justification. 
2) The Good works of man are always outside the discussion of the truth of 

justification.  
3) Justification, which includes the experience and assurance of justification in 

the sinner’s own consciousness, is by faith alone in Christ alone to the 
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exclusion of all good works. Good works contribute nothing to and have no 
role in our being justified by God (H.C., L.D. 23; B.C., Art. 23). 

 

C. Putting all things back together 
1. Conclusion: “Properly expressing the relationship between obedience as the 

necessary way of the covenant and the experience of covenant fellowship is: We 
experience fellowship with God through faith (instrument),  
a. Not works but by faith alone we are justified and experience justification 
b. Faith is both a bond an activity(a resting) 
c. Faith looks away entire from one’s works and to Christ alone for all of salvation. 
d. Faith is a wonderful instrument of God. 
e. Creeds  

1) B.C., Art. 22 teaches, “And faith is an instrument that keeps us in communion 
with Him in all His benefits, which, when become ours, are more than 
sufficient to acquit us of our sins.” 

2) And L.D. 24 (also L.D. 32 and B.C., Art. 24) teaches good works are the fruits 
of faith, “for it is impossible that those who are planted into Christ by a true 
faith, should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness”).  

 

2. on the basis of what Christ has done (ground),  
a. Christ is the basis of our Salvation and the experience of it 
b. Christ is the basis of our faith, both it as a bond and activity. 
c. Christ is the basis of our good works and the reward of grace 
d. Faith and obedience flow out of the Cross of Christ 

 

3. and in the way of our obedience (way of conduct or manner of living).” 
a. Of which Obedience is entirely worked by the Spirit 
b. Not motivated by fear or merit, but of thankfulness 
c. Is rewarded not of merit but of grace 
d. An without which,, while we walk in sin and impenitance we lose the sense of 

God’s Favour. 
e. “to say, either “Obedience is necessary for the experience of covenant fellowship” 

or “obedience is a requirement in order to experience covenant fellowship” is 
ambiguous and could suggest that obedience is part of the way unto the 
experience of covenant fellowship, that is, a requirement to be met in order to 
have covenant fellowship. It is better to say: obedience is necessary in the 
experience of covenant fellowship.” 
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II. Evaluation (more concise) 

A. Unfolding of events from CERC’s perspective 
1. Growth in the truth, as with 2016 and 2017 
2. Doctrinal resolution to the matter 
3. Both sides demonstrated in agreement 

 
B. The health of PRCA’s Church Polity 

1. Proper use of CO A 31 
2. Assemblies show themselves to be clearly 

a. Deliberative 
b. Slow and methodical 
c. Righteous judgement & and Impartiality 

 
III. Conclusion (More concise) 

A. Reflection  
1. Wisdom in letting our sister resolve their own doctrinal matters, especially when 

there was positive growth and development ever since the matter arised in 2016 
2. Trusting the slow but biblical process of appeal and protest. 
3. Remaining objective in the face of extreme and out-of-touch-with-reality judgements 

and accusations.  
 

B. The grace of God in preserving our Sister church  
1. From the serious error of making our experience of salvation dependent on man 
2. From antinomian, and the teaching that one can enjoy close fellowship with God 

while not repenting and walking impenitently in sin 
3. Our understanding to the truth is deepen, in this way doctrine is developed. 

 


